career he directed his research towards the investigation of typical environmental compartments, almost exclusively employing chromatographic techniques such as TLC and, later, HPLC. He was a pioneer in developing on-line pre-column technology, postcolumn reaction detection and automated analytical systems. He liked to combine known principles in a novel way, to further develop them, and to test their applicability to real life. As a visionary scientist he established a claim for analytical chemistry in environmental research.
However, Roland overall loved life and loved to perform in an unconventional way. He always offered the best of him, knowledge and friendship, to his students and colleagues. He was always happy to meet old friends and make new ones and engage them in scientific ventures. It was with this will that he organised the First International Symposium on Environmental Analytical Chemistry in Halifax in 1971. This event marked the moment after which the term 'Environmental Analytical Chemistry' found its firm place in environmental research, nowadays in a rather broad sense. It was also like the 'big bang' for the International Association of Environmental Analytical Chemistry which later, in 1977, became incorporated under Swiss law with Roland as the first President. In 1972, he launched the International Journal of Environmental Analytical Chemistry that he directed as Editor until his death, just a few months after the 18th ISEAC that we co-organised in Barcelona.
The present volume is a result of what Roland established 38 years ago, and what 'his' IAEAC feels obliged to continue with.
Dieter Klockow President of the IAEAC
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